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& :.““u Staffordshire
.« County Council

‘ k Lo ol

Protective Marking Scheme Level 3 Ann-Marie Davidson

RESTRICTED County Solicitor

Staffordshire Legal Services

: ‘ Staffordshire County Council

g:’g] L;?\éirr?r?r . 1 Staffordshire Place

: Tipping Street

Ingestre Stafford, ST16 2DH
Stafford

ST18 ORE : : DX 712320 Stafford 5

Fax No. (01785) 276179

Please ask for: Hannah Titchener

Telephone: 01785 854190

e-mail: hannah.titchener1@staffordshire.gov.uk

My Ref: 008112 Your Ref: Date: 31 December 2021
Dear Mr Tavernor,

Re: s.53 application for the addition of a public bridleway from Trent Walk
Bridge to public road south east corner of Home Farm

Thank you for your letter providing comments on the report for the above
application.

We can confirm that the section marked C-D does not refer to the alleged route
subject to this report and the user evidence provided does not relate to the
section marked C-D but only relates to Trent Walk and Home Farm Court.
Apologies if this was not made clear in the report, the report has been amended,
so hopefully this will clarify exactly which route is being referred to in this report
and is specific to the user evidence. The route marked C-D relates to the
historical evidence of the 1801 Order, not the user evidence.

In relation to your comments about Appendix B and the fact that only Trent Walk
is marked, the map has been amended to make clear that the route subject to
this route and which has been applied for is Trent Walk and Home Farm Court
and this will be made clear to the Panel.

We note your opinion that the 1801 Order does not sufficiently clarify the
intention or the exact line of any bridleway going through the Ingestre Estate. We
also note your opinion that the evidence should be beyond all doubt when
showing that a route exists.

the knot unites__




Whilst we note that historical evidence is open to interpretation, we are of the
opinion that the Order is clear and does accurately show the intention of the
Order and the layout of bridleways through the Ingestre Estate.

When determining a Definitive Map Modification Order application, the legal tests
do not require that the evidence shows beyond all doubt the existence of a route,
merely that on the balance of probabilities, it is more likely than not that the route
exists, or it can be reasonably alleged from the evidence that the route exists.
These tests have been applied to the evidence and it is officers’ opinion that the
evidence meets the requirements of the legal tests.

We note your comments that the alleged route is private and that anyone found
using the route has always been challenged and that to proceed along Trent
Lane, access would need to be given via the gate house at Trent Lodge. Our
understanding is that the gate house is no longer manned and has not been
during the period that members of the public claim to have used the alleged
route. Whilst we note your comments that people have been turned away from
the route when the user evidence is reviewed as a whole, officers opinion
remains unchanged.

As previously stated, your comments have been noted and they will be put
before the Countryside and Rights of Way Panel when the matter is put before
them. If there is anything else, then please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Yours sincerely

H.J.Titchener

Hannah Titchener

on behalf of Ann-Marie Davidson, County Solicitor.

HT2 /008112



